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How does the school know if a pupil needs extra help and what should I do if I feel my child has SEN? 
 All our pupils are carefully monitored against curriculum expectations for each year group. All pupils access quality first teaching (Wave 1). Any child who is not making expected 

progress is discussed by staff at termly pupil progress meetings. Some pupils will then access group support to try and narrow the gap (Wave 2). If the lack of expected 
progress continues to cause concern the class teacher and SENCO may decide further analysis of difficulties is necessary. This may include class teacher observations or more 
detailed assessments done by our SENCO. If an area of difficulty is identified it may be appropriate to target with an Assess, Plan, Do Review (APDR) Plan. Parents are invited 
to attend to discuss the first APDR Plan. Support offered may include some individually targeted help (Wave 3), or it may involve adjustments to the classroom support.  This 
process is referred to as The Graduated Response as set out in the Code of Practice (2015). 

 If I feel my child has a SEN need, I should first raise the concerns with his/her class teacher. The SENCO, Katherine Cooper who is in school on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, can 
also be consulted and appointments can be made via the school office. 

 
How will the school support pupil? 

 All our class teachers are responsible for the progress and well-being of the pupils with SEND in their class. This is firstly achieved by Quality First Teaching which will include 
appropriate differentiation, (outstanding –OFSTED July 2011) and group interventions at Wave 2 (see School’s Graduated Response provision mapping documents attached). We 
have an experienced, well-trained group of support staff who support across all classes during the week. If an APDR Plan is put in place, these interventions will become more 
personalised and tightly targeted. At this point parental support to achieve the targets is vital and you are invited termly to meet our SENCO to discuss how you could best 
support your child.  

 
How will the curriculum be matched to child’s needs? 

 Our curriculum is balanced, broad and creative. All pupils have access to the whole curriculum except in exceptional cases. We follow the Somerset Core Standards for all 
children (December 2016) which feeds into the updated Education Health & Care Plan (EHCP) statutory assessment for children with complex and long term difficulties. All our 
staff are highly competent in making tasks appropriate for the children. In every class, work will be “differentiated” i.e. at differing levels of “hardness” but covering the same 
content. All classes use “help” cards in class e.g. with key words on to support spelling or number square to support calculation and children on APDR Plans may have a wider range 
of in class support equipment or strategies to use and access to the teaching assistants maybe more readily available e.g. by sitting alongside to set them off on activities. We 
make all learning as multi-sensory as possible which benefits all pupils. We use symbols, gestures and real objects to support learning. Staff are trained to develop pupils’ 
independence and resilience in their own learning. 

 
How will we know how pupil is doing and how will you support parents to help their child? 

 All parents have the opportunity to attend parent’s evenings in November and March to discuss their child’s progress. All pupils receive an annual progress report in the summer 
term and termly Progress Reports. Parents are also welcome to make an appointment to meet their class teacher at any time if they have concerns about progress. All pupils 
have reading support books and we value the comments parents make in these. All pupils are set homework and parents are encouraged to support their children in completing 
this. Pupils on APDR Plans have the opportunity at termly review time to meet the SENCO. At these meetings she suggests ways which parents can support the targets and gives 
out a range of advice sheets according to need. 
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What support will there be for pupil’s overall wellbeing? 
 The class teachers monitor the well-being of their pupils alongside their progress. We are part of the Learning to Lead initiative which encourages children to be proactive and 

look out for each other. We try and work in close cooperation with parents if a child has an issue which affects their well-being.  
 We employ an ELSA 5 afternoons a week who plans activities for pupils, either individually or in small groups to support the social and emotional development of these pupils. 

This is wave 2 provision and a child does not need a APDR Plan to access this support. 
 We are a church school and endeavour to follow Christian principles in all areas. 
 We have a parent family support advisor, who works with pupils and parents to support the well-being of our pupils. All pupils can access this support. 

What specialist services are available at or can be accessed by the school? 
 All additional support services are now accessed via the Early Help Assessment (EHA). This is usually completed by the SENCo and always discussed with parents. 
 As a local authority maintained school, we have access to advice from an Educational Psychologist and Learning Support Service Advisory Teachers, although this is usually not 

direct work with pupils. These professionals are available to support staff and build knowledge and expertise within our staff team. 
 Some services, such as the SEN Assistive Technology Advisory Service, Sensory, Physical & Occupational Therapy Services (SPOT) and Somerset Autism and Communication 

Service, are part of the Inclusion Team and they occasionally undertake individual support with pupils. Their role may include observing pupils, undertaking diagnostic 
assessments, meeting with parents and supporting staff to devise targets and develop appropriate provision for individuals.  

 We can also access support and advice from a speech and language therapist and an occupational therapist. These services are accessed by school to help us plan suitable 
interventions for our Wave 3 pupils. 

 Walton has access to the Specialist Outreach Service (SOS) which is provided by local specialist settings. This requires a referral and parental consent that is co-ordinated by 
the SENCo. 

What training are the staff having? 
 During the last academic year staff have attended training on; safeguarding, Essential Wellbeing training post-lockdown from the DfE, LEGO therapy training, Accelerated 

Reader and Nessy Learning training, Autism Education Trust’s Making Sense of Autism training, Team Teach and Maths Difficulties and Dyscalculia training from the Learning 
Support Team.   

 The school initially achieved Somerset School’s Dyslexia Friendly Status in June 2013, which involved all teaching and support staff. We achieved re accreditation in July 2016 
and again in May 2019. 

How will pupils be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips? 
 All pupils are encouraged to access outside trips. A higher staff pupil ratio could be offered when necessary. A risk assessment is undertaken prior to any trip. School will 

consult parents to help us accommodate pupil’s needs as much as possible. 
How accessible is the school? 

 The school is a flat level site with all but one classroom in the main building.   
 We have one toilet adapted to wheelchair use. 

How does the school support a pupil when joining or leaving? 
 Any pupil joining the school in reception with an already identified SEN has a school entry plan meeting to which the parents, nursery staff, and any professionals involved are 

invited. This plan is then reviewed within the first term of school. Extra pre visits may be arranged for the child if appropriate. A photo book about the school can be looked at 
prior to entry. 

 During Year 6 there is close liaison with the SENCO of an SEN pupil’s next school. The SENCO is invited to the Annual Review if the pupil has an EHC Plan. A discussion about 
transition will happen at the review and extra support will be agreed with the receiving school if needed. This might include extra visits, filling out a transition book with their 
assistant or attending group activities. Parents are encouraged to attend transition meetings for children where possible. Reviews for those on the SEND register at SEN 
Support take place in the summer term with the SENCo from the secondary school and enhanced transition options are decided discussed. 

How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to a child’s SEN needs? 
 All resources coming into the school budget for SEN are spent on staff. Most children on the SEN support (formally called School Action) access what they need through group 

or individual work with a teaching assistant. This support changes termly as a result of the Assess-Plan-Do-Review (APDR) graduated response. 
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 Children who have higher needs (formally called School Action Plus) may have some individually targeted teaching assistant support to achieve their learning. Most of the budget 
for this is again taken from the school’s SEN budget. 

 A few children who have complex or severe needs may meet the criteria for an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP). The SENCo and parents work in partnership to make a 
Request for Statutory assessment to the Local Authority. If agreed, the EHCP may be written and additional funding may be provided according to a Banding system. 

How is the decision made about what type and how much support a pupil will receive? 
 Any SEN pupil is carefully monitored by his/her class teacher and SENCO termly. We also consult the pupils at each review to ascertain their views on their progress. Every 

term, as a result of the review the amount and type of support may vary. Interventions for most pupils will be short and achieve their targets. If this has not been achieved, 
then further targeting and support will be given. 

 Class teachers use an internal referral form to suggest pupils who they feel would benefit from social or emotional support from our school ELSA. If agreed, this is then 
delivered as a time-limited, targeted intervention in the same manner as academic interventions are allocated and provided. 
 

How are parents involved in the school? 
 The opinions and support from parents are valued by all staff. You will be told by your class teacher if we feel your child is struggling in any area. Alternatively always make an 

appointment to see your class teacher if you have any concerns regarding your pupil’s learning. If your child is put on the register you have an opportunity to contribute your 
views. If your child is on the SEND register and has a APDR Plan you are always offered an appointment with the SENCO to discuss the APDR Plan. It makes a tremendous 
difference to the children if their parents support practice of skills at home. The class teachers and SENCO are always happy to make time to suggest ways you can support 
your child’s learning. 

 The SENCO is available to see parents any time on Tuesdays and Wednesdays by appointment. 
 

In the event of school closure due to either a local or national lockdown or children self- isolating due to government guidelines: 
 
 The school will maintain contact with the family during this time by phone or email 
 Generic class work will be posted either on the school website or Google Classroom 
 Bespoke work will be emailed home that is suitable for the child’s needs 
 If absence from school is prolonged, the SENCo will make contact with the family and offer advice and support in regards to learning. 

 
Who can I contact for further information? 

 The first point of contact for any issues involving your child is your child’s class teacher. 
 The first point of contact to further explore your child’s SEN needs is our school SENCO Katherine Cooper who works on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

 
What arrangements does the school make for consulting children with special needs and disabilities about- and involving them in – their education? 

 Pupils review their APDR Plans termly (from Year 1) with the teacher and/or SENCO. They are encouraged to reflect on what they think they are good at, and what they would 
like to be better at. They are consulted about any withdrawal sessions.  

 Pupils who have an EHCP are reviewed annually with parents present. Their opinions are sought as the county issued review form is completed. We try and make this review as 
person centred as possible, with the child choosing the snacks and the drinks! 

 All pupils have opportunities to be House Captains, and be involved in the school council. This contributes to decisions about school matters. 
 Pupils’ views on their own learning behaviour and learning opportunities at Walton are surveyed via a questionnaire annually in the Spring term. 

 

What arrangements does the school make in relation to the treatment of complaints from parents of children with SEND concerning the provision 
made at the school? 

 The school has a complaints procedure, details of which are on the main website. A paper copy of the school complaints procedure can be obtained from the school office. The 
SEN Governor can also be consulted about SEN issues if this is felt more appropriate. 
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 The SEN Governor is Charlie Spencer and she can be contacted on Charlie.Spencer@educ.somerset.gov.uk  or via the School email on walton@educ.somerset.gov.uk 
 

How does the school involve other bodies, including health and social services, local authority support services and voluntary organisations, in meeting 
the needs of children with SEND and in supporting their families? 

 The school can refer pupils to a speech and language therapist or occupational therapist.  
 The school accesses Educational Psychology advice via an EP Pyramid system with Crispin Secondary School and some of the local feeder schools and an annual planning meeting 

held in the autumn term on a school by school basis. This does not include individual work for pupils directly with an EP. 
 If a pupil has sensory, emotional/social, or severe communication difficulties, the school can access support from specialised support teachers again employed by the county. 

They will visit school, assist us in meeting the needs of the child and write reports including recommendations for supporting the child. 
 We have a school Parent/ Family Support Advisor who works with families at the point of need.  
 We access Social Services support and advice as and when necessary.  
 The SENCO attends regular training, to keep her up to date about voluntary and other support which may be available to SEND pupils, and their families. SENCo Network 

meetings provide access to further professional challenge, support and advice from SENCos in other settings on an anonymous basis. 
 

Where can I find the contact details of support services for the parents of children with SEND? 
 Somerset Special Educational Needs and Disability Information, Advice and Support (SENDIAS) can be found at www.somersetsend.org.uk  Tel: 01823 355578 between 9am 

-5pm during term time or E mail; somersetsendias@somerset.gov.uk  
 The Somerset Choices website is the hub for information regarding a range of support for children with SEND and their families. It includes information on 

schools, support groups, events, the local authority’s Local Offer and leisure opportunities. https://choices.somerset.gov.uk/025/ 
 

 

Where can I find information on where the local authority’s local offer is published? 
 Somerset’s local offer can be found at http://www.somersetchoices.org.uk 
 This document should be read in conjunction with the school policy for SEN pupils;  http://www.waltonprimary.co.uk/sen.htm  

 
. 

TA input added at a meeting on – 9th November 2021 

Teaching staff input added at a meeting on- 2nd November 2021 

Shared with SEND governor at a meeting on – W/C 15th November 2021 

Taken to governors meeting on – 18th November 2021 
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